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O’Hare Booking Hotel Reservations: The Sheraton 
Suites Chicago is offering a discounted rate to ILSDC 
Convention attendees. However—our discounted room 
block expires on June 28th. After that, public rates will 
apply if rooms are still available. Visit ilsdc.dance/hotel 
for the ILSDC reservation link and details. 

Have some fun with your 
Saturday evening attire — go 
Steampunk for a fun, thematic 

twist in keeping with the 
Conference theme. 

 

Meet Tony Oxendine, our 
featured caller at the ILSDC 
Convention. Tony is a world- 
class caller, instructor, coach, 
speaker, and more. Don’t 
miss this opportunity 
to dance to one of 
the best. 

Free Parking for 
all ILSDC Attendees 

You will be delighted to know 
that all convention attendees will 
receive FREE parking, whether 
or not you are staying at the ho-
tel. 

Sheraton guests simply scan 
their room key at the parking lot 
entrance for in/out access during 
your stay.  

Pre-registered attendees not 
staying at the hotel scan a pro-
vided QR code at the hotel park-
ing lot gate. This QR code will 
be emailed a week before the 
convention and also available 
online at ILSDC.dance. 

If the hotel lot is full, plan to 
park in the nearby Overflow 
Parking Garage (a five-minute 
walk from the hotel) after pick-
ing up a validated complimen-
tary Overflow Parking Garage 
Ticket just inside the hotel en-
trance. Use this Ticket to both 
enter and exit the Overflow 
Parking Garage throughout the 
Convention. 

Two very important deadlines are 
fast approaching:  

Convention Registration: Our 
money-saving pre-registration 
discount ends on July 10th. After 
this date, you can still register at 
the door at full price, but wouldn’t 
you really rather stroll in to the 
conference knowing you are al-
ready good to go, and that you 
saved a few bucks in the process? 
Scan the QR code to the right, or 
point your browser to our website, 
ilsdc.dance/online-registration. 
You will also have the option of 
downloading the form to fill out 
and return by USPS mail. 
Either way, ACT NOW! 

Goggles and top hats, long 
dresses and leather gear -- all 
of these can add a steampunk 
flair to your outfit for the Sat-
urday, July 20, evening gala 
dance. Whether you decide to 
“steampunkify” your outfit or 
not, we’d love for you to dress 
up for the evening’s dance. 
Visit this page of the ILSDC 
site for steampunk inspiration: 
ilsdc.dance/about-6 

Look for the Steampunk Selfie 
station in the Ballroom Foyer, 
and perhaps a few members of 
the Chicagoland Steampunk 
Society who may join us to 
mingle and take photos together.  

Steampunk Saturday Night 



The ILSDC’s Many 
Talented Dance Leaders 

It goes without saying that our square dance 
communities would not be possible without 
the talents of so many great callers to lead 
the way. It seems only fitting that we recog-
nize and remember those callers and cuers 
who have passed since the last convention 
in 2019.  

A tribute display will be offered in the 
O’Hare room, along with the SCISDA His-
torical Collection and Exhibit. Please be 
sure to take some time out from dancing to 
view these displays of our rich square danc-
ing heritage, and to recall the memories and 
good times led by those who we have lost. 

In Memoriam 

Meet our Featured Caller—Tony Oxendine 

The Illinois Square & Round Dance Con-
vention is honored to welcome internation-
ally known caller Tony Oxendine to the 
stage as featured caller.  

Tony has spent a lifetime in square danc-
ing. He learned to dance the calls as a teen-
ager at his local park district. In 1974, only 
two years after his first dosido, Tony at-
tended a caller school. Tony made the jump 
to full-time calling six years later in 1980.  

These days, Tony’s career keeps him on the 
road most of the year. Tony calls in more 
than 30 states annually, and has also called 
in Canada, Saudi Arabia, England, Sweden, 
Germany, Japan, Holland, Denmark, Bel-
gium, the Czech Republic, Taiwan, Aus-
tralia, and Norway. 

Tony is an Accredited Caller Coach and an 
accredited member of CALLERLAB. He 
has served on CALLERLAB's Board, its 
Executive Board of Governors, and two 

terms as Chairman of the Board. In 2002, 
Tony became Editor of Square Dancing 
Today, the activity's first full-color, full 
size magazine. 

Tony Oxendine 

In addition to our main caller, Tony 
Oxendine, the ILSDC is pleased to 

welcome dance leaders from around 
the country. In addition to 16 great 
callers, cuers and line dance leaders 

from Illinois, our talent will be 
arriving from nine other states:  

Delaware 
Indiana 

Kentucky 
Missouri 

Minnesota 
Ohio 

Tennessee 
Texas 

Wisconsin 

You can read ILSDC dance leader 
biographies on the “Dance Leader 

Info” page of our website: 
ILSDC.dance 

Invite Your Friends to Steampunk Square Dance Sampler 

YOU know square dancing is fun. Now let’s 
show the wider world with a FREE one 
hour Sampler Party during the Illinois 
Square Dance Convention led by Caller 
Candice Hansen.  

We ask that participants arrive around 
2:30 pm to check in at the Convention 
Sampler -- this will give them time to 
watch dancing in other rooms and be 
ready to “circle left” at 3 pm. Be sure to 
invite your friends! 

Sampler Details:  

Saturday, July 20  
3 pm - 4 pm in the O’Hare Room 
Sheraton Suites Chicago O’Hare 
6501 Mannheim Rd. Rosemont, IL 

Thursday  

7:30 - 10:00 PM - Trail-in Dance featuring Tony Oxendine 

Friday 

2:00 - 5:00 PM  - Gear-up Afternoon Dancing 

6:30 - 7:00 PM - Welcome 

7:00 - 10:00 PM - Dancing (all levels and types) 

10:00 - 11:00 PM - All-Singing-Calls After Party 

Saturday 

10:00 AM - Noon - Dance Workshops 

10:30 AM - 3:00 PM - Educations Sessions 

1:00 - 5:00 PM - Dancing (all levels & types) 

3:00 - 4:00 PM - Public Introduction to Square Dance 

6:30 - 7:00 PM - Ceremonies & 2025 Convention Announcement 

7:00 - 10:00 PM - Dancing (all levels & types) 

10:00 - 11:00 PM - Karaoke After Party 

Sunday 

   10:00 AM - Noon - Tony & Friends Farewell Dance (SSD/Plus)  

Where 

Can 

I Dance? 

Plan your dance strategy at 

the Illinois Square & Round 

Dance Convention. Check 

out this dance overview 

schedule. Keep it handy 

for easy reference. 


